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War, giving advice couched in terms of high morality
and complete political innocence. He pointed out
that the policy was endangering army discipline
and loyalty and so might endanger the constitution.
The letter actually had the effect of staying the
progress of disintegration. It would be possible to
interpret the incident as proof of Franco's simplicity
and sincerity, but that he was known to be already
embroiled with the Nationalist intrigue, and that
his supporters prefer to claim the letter as an
example of his ingenuity.
The situation in the civil guard was little better
than the army. The Popular Front found it increas-
ingly difficult to control the public activities of their
own extremist minority. They realised now the
price they had paid for the alliance that had given
them power, but they had the courage neither to
go back on any point in their partisan policy, nor,
by making public use of such forces as remained to
them, to alienate a section of opinion whose support
was important to them, and with whom their
ideological dif erence was only one of method and
degree.
The months that succeeded the election in
February have been luridly christened ' The Reign
of Terror/ The excesses of the people have been
described with infinite exaggeration, and the true
motives which inspired such excesses as there were,
have been misrepresented, The whole responsibility